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BAY CITY PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES
February 21, 2024 5:30 P.M.

1. Call To Order – Commission Member Dan Overholser called the meeting to order at 5:30 P.M.  He asked City Planner for a roll call.
City Planner David Mattison read role call. All, except Penny Eberle (excused) were present.
2. Minutes – The minutes for the December 20, 2023 meeting were presented for review.
A motion was made by Commission Member Pat Vining to approve the December 20th minutes.

The motion was seconded by Commission Member Jasper Lind.
The motion was approved unanimously.
3. Visitors Presentation 
There were no scheduled ‘visitor’ presentations.
4. Unfinished Business
There was no unfinished business.

5. New Business/ Public Hearings 
Sign Request, #S-2024-01, to place two (2) larger signs – one at 4.67 ft x 10 ft (46.70 sq ft) and the other at 7.3 ft x 16 ft (116.80 sq ft) – at 6500 Williams Avenue, Bay City, OR 97107, in the South High Intensity (SHI) Zone.
Commission Member Overholser asked staff to present a summary of the application and request. 

City Planner presented the sign request, #S-2024-01, to the Planning Commission, and how both signs requested were larger than required, and how the code required larger proposed signs needed to be reviewed by the Planning Commission, and needed to meet the conditional use criteria. 

Commission Member Overholser asked Dylan, the applicant to present his request.

Dylan was not present. An attempt to reach him was made.

Planning Commission Member Lind stated he agreed that 2 signs was better than 1. 
Planning Commission Member Vining discussed the sign exceptions issue with the proposed sign. He asked why the signs weren’t attached to the building. 

Further discussion followed.

Dylan Pyle, the applicant presented his request and reasons for the larger signs. He described the reasons for the proposed signs. The signs will be 2-3 feet off of the building.
Further discussion followed.

City Planner discussed the sign requiring a building permit for structural issues.

Commission Member Gary Frey presented his support for the proposed signs.

Further discussion followed.

Commission Member Overholser opened the discussion to the audience.

There were comments that supported the proposal. 

Commission member Overholser closed the public hearing.
Commission Member Vining made a motion to approve the signs with conditions that a building permit for the sign be approved by the County and the other signs be removed. 

A second to the motion was made by Commission Member Lind.  

All were in favor.

6. Other
a. Review/Acknowledgement of Carport Request at 5475 Pacific Avenue.

City Planner described a request for a carport at 5475 Pacific instead of a garage prior to the new requirements taking full effect.  He stated staff acknowledges the change in code and the request, and requests that the planning commission be flexible as well.
There were no objections.
b. Code Update – Codification Process/Outline.

City Planner presented the outline for the codification process.
City Manager described the codification process further – all 704 ordinances will be under the codified Bay City Codes.

Further discussion followed.

c. Other
A gentleman from the audience, Chris Gant, 5995 Ocean, presented his concern with new development of Habitat Homes and an old tree and further development on the probable south extension to 8th Place.  The area should be considered a wildlife refuge and holds water all year long – it is a wetland. He stated Habitat is pushing the boundaries.  They need to be held to the same standards that others are held to when developing. He continued that there is a large tree that should be considered a heritage tree, but the only way the City can preserve it is if there is a bird nesting there.
City Manager clarified the location and property that Mr Gant was describing.

Mr Gant continued that the tree is in good health.

City Manager and City Planner stated that they have not received any applications for development from Habitat in the area. 

Dave Olsen in the audience asked what happens when development comes in for a permit.

City Planner described the permit process, and described the additional requirements for development in or adjacent to the wetlands.  The City determines the general location of wetlands.
Further discussion followed. Drainage was identified as a big issue in the area.

7. Planning Commission, City Council and City Planner Concerns
City Planner presented his monthly reports and the Housing Commission recommendations.
Commission Member Frey stated that tomorrow is Margarita Day is he is the Ba City Representative in Cabo San Lucas.

Commission Member Vining presented his concern with the development process and the City needs to develop a document to further describe the process step-by-step. 
8. Adjournment
A motion was made by Commission Member Lind to adjourn the meeting.

The motion was seconded by Commission Member Vining.

The motion was approved unanimously.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:42 p.m. 
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___________________________________________________________________________

Dan Overholser, Chair
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